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ANNOUNCEMENT

Where Pol i t ics and Markets Meet

Married - with renewables
In a recent newsletter we confessed that lately we had been paying more 
attention to gas than to electricity in EER. In response, we got an email 
from Timon Dubbeling, an MA student International Energy Markets at 
the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (IEP) at SciencesPo in Paris and currently 
an intern at ENTSO-E, the European Nework of Transmission System 
Operators in Brussels.

Timon proposed to write an analysis of the challenges Europe is facing in 
integrating increasing amounts renewable energy into the power system - indeed, 
into the economic system. In a nutshell his message was: the honeymoon period 
for renewables is over.
 
We thought that was a good idea. The result we are presenting to you today.
 
Renewable energy has been a great success in Europe in the sense that massive 
government support has led to massive growth of wind and solar power in 
particular. But this honeymoon can hardly go on like this. First of all, governments 
are faced with the necessity of cutting back spending. Secondly, there is the 
‘technical’ problem that in some countries the power system itself can barely cope 
anymore with the highly variable input of the large amounts of solar and wind 
power. And thirdly, there is the ‘economic’ problem that subsidies are distorting the 
functioning of energy markets. In particular, they are undermining the profitability 
of conventional power stations, on whose output renewable energy is relying for 
back-up capacity.
 
And that’s not all there is to it. Thanks to the increasing interconnection between 
national power markets in the EU, electricity increasingly finds its way across 
national borders. As a result, national support schemes for renewables also more 
and more affect the markets of neighbouring countries. And since, unfortunately, 
EU member states all have different support schemes for renewable energy, the 
renewables revolution is increasingly distorting the functioning of the European 
power market as a whole.
 
To make matters worse, member states are now trying to cope with the challenge 
of renewables integration in different ways, by setting up different types of 
national capacity markets, which is leading to even further market distortions. The 
European Commission is alarmed about this development and is trying to find 
ways to do something about it.

The end of the honeymoon period 
for renewables
| By Timon Dubbeling

Electricity markets across Europe are experiencing a once-in-a-generation 
transformation, which is largely driven by the exponential growth of 
intermittent generation from renewable energy sources - solar PV and 
wind in particular. Although the rise of such renewables is both necessary 
and inevitable in the transition to a low-carbon economy, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult and costly to integrate them into the current power 
system. 

An increased market penetration of renewable energy sources necessitates more 
efficient management of supply and demand (c) The Earth Times

Inevitably renewable generators will be asked to play a bigger role in managing 
the impact their production has on electricity systems. In addition, they will have 
to deal with reduced financial support and legal prerogatives as policymakers 
will try to end their insulation from energy markets. The honeymoon period for 
renewables is ending, and their existence in electricity markets is bound to get a 
lot more challenging.
 
Last January, EU Commissioner for Energy Günther Oettinger addressed a 
Eurelectric conference stating that “no sector will be more deeply affected by the 
changes which a low carbon economy will bring than the energy sector - in particular 
electricity”. True enough, but what is also true, and less widely understood, is that 
there is no change that has a more profound impact on today’s European electricity 
sector than the rapid increase in renewables. Long-term network analysis by the 
European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity (ENTSO-E) 
suggests that by the end of this decade, 80 per cent of the bottlenecks in European 
power grids are directly or indirectly related to integration of renewable energy 
sources. n
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A. Announcements in the EER newsletter

The EER newsletter is published twice a week and is sent to a (daily growing) database of 38,000 energy professionals and 
policymakers. 

Commercial announcements are placed at a prominent position immediately underneath the main editorial content (Behind 
the headlines). The announcements link to a separate page on our website on which you can provide additional information 
and provide a link to your own website. Experience has shown that this is a very effective and affordable way of directly 
reaching the high-quality readership of EER!
 
Maximum number of characters for announcements in the newsletter is 350. The text should be in English. You can 
accompany your announcement text with a banner; size 172 x 95 pixels. To ensure exclusivity and optimal attention, we 
never include more than two announcements in any issue of our newsletter. 

The price of an announcement is € 975. 

B. Banners in the EER newsletter

The EER newsletter is published twice a week and is sent to a (daily growing) database of more than 38,000 energy 
professionals and policymakers. 

Banners are placed at prominent positions:

• On the right, in the column under “in this issue” (‘contents’)

• In the centre, underneath the main editorial content 

Experience has shown that this is a very effective and affordable way of directly reaching the high-quality readership of EER!

Advertising rates banners newsletter Size width x height (pixels) Fixed fee (excl. VAT)

B1 Right – column under “In this Issue” 172 x 123 € 1,300 per 2 editions

B2  Centre – column under “behind the 
headlines”

469 x  61 € 1,500 per 2 editions



C.1

C.2

C.4

C.3

C. Advertisement on the EER website

We also offer the option of placing advertisements (banner ads) on our homepage and other pages of our website. 

The different spots on the homepage:
  
  
  
 

 

For our advertising rates and specifications, see the table below. Banners must be supplied in JPEG, EPS or GIF format. The 
banner can be rotating or static. If there are multiple ads for one position, we will rotate them like an animated gif. 

Advertising rates banners website Size width x height (pixels) Fixed fee (excl. VAT)

C1 Top right 240 x 255 € 1,500 per 2 weeks

C2  Far right 120 x 90 € 1,300 per 2 weeks

C3 Centre - spread 565 x 95 € 1,300 per 2 weeks

C4 Centre 276 x 290 € 1,300 per 2 weeks



D. Strategic & Business Partner Packages

We also offer highly attractive partnership packages for corporate sponsors, which include not just the right to place a 
banner ad on our homepage, but also:
 

• the right to post job vacancies on our website 

• the right to publish announcements in our newsletter and ads on our website 

• the possibility to create one’s own extensive profile on our website  

• the possibility to publish sponsored content on our website 

For more information about the possibilities provided by these custom-made packages, please contact Mr Toine van 
Arendonk.  

More information
EER is published by Castel International Publishers in Groningen. It is fully independent and supported by an editorial board 
and an advisory board consisting of prominent energy professionals.

For more information on advertising and other commercial opportunities, please contact:
Mr Toine van Arendonk
toine.van.arendonk@castelpublishers.nl
tel +31(0)88 888 32 80

For more information about our editorial calendar and policies, please contact the editor-in-chief:
Mr Karel Beckman 
karel.beckman@europeanenergyreview.eu 
tel +31-(0)6-5252.7667
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